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PRI #Y BEAL LOG

Thc it of hiving awedding

pliner mmediarely conpues up

& pitture of the hilavious, fambovant,
control freak, Franck, plaved by Martin
Showy, in Father iof the Srde. While this
mwie his berome a comedic classio,
viewers ane also clirmed by the
podgmiancy of how o Biher’s Hear i
strred ds he prepares roowalk his only
dutighter down the aisle, Plannming a
widlding is an enormons underiaking,
and @n event dircetar would he
wonderful! Bot, Tet's fice it - who wants
a Rk mvading vouar personal
space and taking over? Afierall, whose
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wedding 1s it anyways

o Ann Schwart:-Woodwied, ovwoer
of Sehwaree & Weadhward, & company
specilizing in planning weddings and
uHe evens i the Houston area, says
thet wehuiles Hollvwood s cliaracter ATk
of & wedding planner gives usmany
dhiackles for thie price sfa moeve ek,
1 Lhee 1'-I,-Ji Wi |-e|.I \'L'{'Hftiﬁ:-_l‘ ;1I-_|mu-t:; e
an eveni-suver With-thae saud, exacily
by s o brdde fnd aorepurible
witdlding planneys

First, the weedng planner vou
select shiould be o metmber of 't

Assockanion of Bridal Consultanis,

Mombers abide by a'code of erhics
thanare vigal i the st of weddimng
planning. For example, credentialed
widding planners may not-receive
kickback fees mom vendors they refer
toy their hrides. Viendoes often offer
disconmts rewedding planners; bul
e fhers af thie Assogaation of Brdal
Consiltants mist pass those disdounts
divecily gn to thisechents: Next,
even il o hiave arrended an event
eoondinaied by a partooalarwedding
consultant, ghon't presunme el wen
senoothiy, Call the bnde and ask it
she wonild recommenid tie wedding
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planner Il'ym.i clom’t Know somedrs wha has nsend plie '|.1-|.31'|111‘."'1',
roruest releventes — and make sure to make thiose calls and
ask'a bov ob quuesoons! Finally i s imperatve that von fe the
wedding planner Amain, no cne wanis o deal wirh 1 volanidle sl
persnnckey TRranek.”

AND THE ANSWER I5: ABROLUTELYT

Bt arewerlding phaners altordable: We all remember Siove
Marti's chmracten, Ceonge Baiks, fizshing m the atie for &
‘decadessold tixiedo trying o save  few pennies; affer recenving
thee '&JII!-I?I.R"-‘.'K.IL“ mvaece for bis danirhier's wedding.

“NWearsageo,” sav= Jo Ann Sehwarte Wanasard, “event
planners were usedin high-end weddings: These weddings were
relby e etk of thebrde s evéne. Tuda weddings are very
chifferént, The brideand groom are at the cenfer-of planning, o
oy Couples may For e duiweddinps!

Foar' this veadon, wedding plinness Solwearts & Wenedwand
offer several differenn packages that-enable cvery couple:
weparidiboss of budger conseramts, o use thete services, Butdon'e
just grek anvone. Uhere ave keys o successiol relationship
beowesn the werding planner and the soon-tocearried
couprhe according 1o SchwartsAWoadsard . Thes s e oopple’s
wesdding. When we et fon thie Girse time; T spend twochioies
with thie couple-dispussing the viston — thesmle and Havor of
their wedding, What colors do thev wans Wheat s the vision they
have for theic special day? Whatdo ey bave-atoun weddings
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WEDDINGS

thiey have attended and what do they
distikes Lreally work te get to knios tha
coupleand w ger a sense of flemas
people.”

Drring this " Geuing Started”
Package forwhich SchwartsWoadwand
chatrges 3800 & biidger anid timeline e
establishied, and o vendor lign is iven
vov thie eeipale, T sdldition; they revies
pietiies and materialsbroughe by the

. TEXASON THE (GO

bride and discnss vehearsal dinner
lcations with-the groom: For apiosis
kb Folloawing the imital plarmng
meeling the SebvirteMisadvard sieff
tinakes themsdlves available to disaiss
thevendor selections and to @ssisy in
Tl ddecizions.

Eight-fundred doflarss That's:
very do-ablel And for'many couples,
i35 precisely the levebof service they

meed — just Lo get painted in the n_gh—t
clivediion,

The nest level of assistance 15 " The
Day ofi" package: Priced at 51800,
this package1s for couples who want &
prodessional on hand throaghour the
ity oFthe wedding o coondinate the
soup-to-nuisof the event: Schwart:-
Woodward meets with the bride s
weeks hefore the wedding o develop a
timeline for the-wedding weekend; then
it's off to the receprion site to-review. all
of the derails, Coniracnsane teviewed,
lisrs e miele of whar needs 1o Te
Brought to the wedding and recéptaon,
and therehearsal dinner is disoussed
and direceed; iF vequested. O the day
of thie wedding, the planmetis on hand
e ehivect every single detail — from
averseting the forist, seting up hradal
roverains and assisting che wedding
party o the aisie w0 ensuring the
bathyieoms are spodesst Allmd all, more
thian 40 kev elements @re pverseen
thronghonr thie wedkend.

Finakly, there is.a " Foll Service”™
package. Combining the “Geting
Srarted” package and “The Day of..."
package, this package provides coaples
wiith & "l e event divectn rl:;;;u
-assits in the selection the church and
the reception Yeriie, visits eake vendors
with.the couple to make & final selection,
and sl up Approi nUments b previey
bamcls and interview phiotographers,
Additionally; the planner assists in
creating s et for the reception anid
antencls the tasing of the Gnal men
sefection. They also-help select wedding
ivitations and a-calligrapher As part:
obthis package: Schwartz-Woodward
et iatesand revisws verdor conires,
créates @ schedule for vendor pavmenes
ard mainLains ohgoing contactwith all
thies vendoes that mve paitivipatiog g the
swibeleling,

The senvices offered by Schrt:
Wesadward throimgh cherr full servige
packagd are wo long 1o hisc Sullice 1o
may what every degail is covered = o
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st 15 lefonnmurmed. They-hiave it all under contral, even down
riovassistng in the selectony of 4 honeymodn destinarion. Gost:
54,800,

According to o Ann Schwarie-Woodbvard. here are

TGk n] questioas to sk as vou intervicw wedding: planners:

¢ Haw long have chey Been planmng weddings?

s How many weddings have thee coordimaeds

*  What budget minges have thevworked withy This:is
amprEane, particakarly if you s working withea small
Bt G- thiey works with your Budgerr

» Howdo they handle problems:

+  Whatisithoworss sination they have heean i o how
was U harciieds

" Pre thaey- haves a-particular atgachiment 1o vendors such-as
liovists or photographersor ave they willing: to weork with
the vendors the bride has selected:

*  Dothevwork wich assistaotss

*  What s the back ap plan skeld the ploner fall il oo the

wetkdhiny wie ke #

OUT OF THIS WORLD

Sehmwarn-Wondward bas domne icall — from-the small. tight
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Dt wedstings, wo convdinating thewedding oF cosmaoniue i
Malechenko o Ekatering Doitciey, while Malenchenka wis
orininge 240 ailes above earth i the Dirernaticil S senon,

Jugahng sses such Az secnrin: concerns ar NASAS
Juhusan's Space Center, throuwgh working ont the derails ol
:iamn.fl;:.'l.ming thewedding over:a teleconlerence somoen see ap in
thie space center anditoriom, along with thie “ordinan” details
b wedding: the cake, the bode, bridesmaids and gronmemen,
mirgic selieericns and ploteprapher — i was iothing shiae of a
wm‘i:'h'ng planmer’s. Rubik's cubi,

Al from all the omusnal mimmces, the wedding sient off
beantifully and landed this wedding plinner on the Today St
itk Katie Couric, CNN, and Fax Ve,

TS YOLUIR DAY

P avedding should be the same. Says Scluariz Moo,
Sliveeriunaiely, wiay wedding consuliants have's “remplane™;
thie e cike persan, florist, photographer snd soon. Tn my
apinion, there are 81 avors for 4 veason, St joring down
yoir fdeas, Make s llesof pieores, and i possiblé, idennby your

weddimig planner six o nine monehs before vour wedding date

MEwou hivee b cut it closer it's imparwant to be Hexible, Charches

amd, réception vennaesare hosked apiio ayear msdvianee,”

[t's your day and planning makes for the pertect wedding, -'
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